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lished is expanded to three large volumes, while railroad law some years 
since attained the dignity of four volume treatment. It is therefore not 
unexpected to find a further subdivision of the subject, with an entire 
volume devoted to rate regulation. Where will this growth in bulk end? 
Government ownership will soon put an end to railroad law in Japan, and 
here we have another argument not hitherto urged in behalf of government 
ownership in this country. 

While we deprecate this continually growing subdivision of the subjects 
of the law, with its resulting multiplicity of texts and its added bulk of 
volumes on the lawyers' shelves, we nevertheless recognize the advantage of 
the fuller discussion made possible thereby. Of this the authors have made 
full use, and not only are many important cases discussed at length, but a 
very large number of instances in which each important question may arise, 
and the interpretations arising out of the statutes, federal and state, are con- 
sidered in detail and at length. This gives the volume value to the prac- 
titioner seeking light on the particular shade of the law matching the facts 
of his particular case, at the same time that it makes the work wordy and 
voluminous for one reading it for information on the whole subject of rate 
regulation. Perhaps the former is the most important use of a legal text. 
If we are to make way on our shelves for a separate text on rate regulation, 
it is certain that the present is the most comprehensive and useful, as it is of 
course the most recent work on that subject. E. C. G. 



A Treatise on the Law of Carriers. By Dewitt C. Moore of the Johns- 
town, New York, Bar. Albany, N. Y. : Matthew Bender & Co., 
1906, pp. cxxvii, 1044. 

For twenty-seven years Hutchinson on Carriers has been the standard 
authority in its field. It has nearly, if not quite, become a classic. Its con- 
spicuous strength may in part account for the fact that there have been few 
treatises on this increasingly important subject. The subject of this review 
is doubtless the best new text devoted exclusively to this field that has 
appeared since the publication of Hutchinson in 1879. Other treatises worthy 
of mention have made carriers part of a larger work, such as Railroad Law, 
Negligence, etc. 

The subject of carriers itself, however, has become so extensive that it 
may well be treated at length by itself. Indeed the first and greatest surprise 
to the reviewer is that the work is brought within the compass of a single 
volume, and that consisting of fifty pages less of text than the second edition 
of Hutchinson. But Moore cites about 9,000 cases, while Hutchinson cites 
only about 5,ooo, so that the present volume puts in the hand of the reader 
a vast amount of new material. It may be doubted, however, if the work is 
not liable to the criticism that it is too voluminous for use as a text in law 
schools, but scarcely full enough to entirely satisfy the practitioner, who 
seeks in a text not so much the bare statements of law and alphabetically 
arranged citations of cases such as may be found in a cyclopedia, as a wide 
variety of illustration, a justification of the principles by clear and full reason- 
ing, a comprehensive summary of the decisions on disputed and uncertain 
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points, and a masterly discrimination between conflicting or apparently 
conflicting cases. Manifestly this one volume work, with half the space given 
to footnotes and citations of cases, can not elaborate reasons, nor can it 
discuss a wide variety of instances under each rule. Often the reason for a 
rule of law is briefly stated, as on pages 265, 266, 273, 325. But more often 
the text contains a mere statement of the legal principle, as, for example, 
on pages 290 and 298, where the important rule that a carrier cannot by 
general notice limit its common law liability is barely stated without the brief 
but admirable reason for the rule found in Hollister v. Nowlen. In the text 
there is very little discussion of specific cases, even of such important cases 
as Hollister v. Nowlen, N. J. Steam Navigation Co. v. Merchants' Bank, and 
Railroad v. Lockwood, the last case by a peculiar mistake being set down on 
page 318 as a Texas case. These are, perhaps, necessary limitations on so 
brief a text. There are some paragraphs in which the English needs 
improvement, for example on pages 268, 277, 289 and 291. On the last 
named page in line 9, apparently, "beyond" should be substituted for "except 
for," and there are some other similar instances of needed changes that will 
doubtless be attended to in a second edition of the work. 

A second edition of any valuable work on carriers is certain to be needed 
very soon in view of the radical rate regulation already made and promised 
by our legislatures. The present text goes as far as the present state of the 
subject permits by printing in the Appendix the Railroad Rate Act of 1906, 
on which there are as yet of course no adjudications. The work covers con- 
sideration of carriers of goods, of live stock, of passengers, and a chapter 
on interstate transportation, nearly always with a clear and concise state- 
ment of principles, and abundant citation of cases. E. C. G. 



The First Year of Roman Law. By Fernand Bernard, Docteur en Droit, 

Professeur Libre de Droit. Translated by Charles P. Sherman, 

D. C. L., Instructor in Law at Yale University. Oxford University 

Press. American Branch. New York: 91 and 93 Fifth Avenue. 

London: Henry Froude, 1906, pp. xiii, 326. 

We are told by. the author in his preface that this is not a memento; 

i. e., a book to be used in cramming for examination, but that it is designed 

as a volume with which one begins and not with which one ends the study of 

the subject. The first book, occupying about one-tenth of the entire volume, 

gives a succinct history of Roman Law, the remainder is devoted to the 

institutes of the subject. Perhaps the most noticeable feature of the work 

as a beginner's book is the considerable space given to adjective law. Book 

IV describes in some detail the Roman courts and systems of procedure, and 

separate chapters or titles are devoted to the sanctions for the right of 

ownership, to actions relative to servitudes, and to actions concerning an 

inheritance. This will prove a useful feature in classes in American law 

schools, for it is in the field of procedure that the American law student 

seems to manifest the most lively interest. 

The translation is not at all times so careful as might be desired. The 
following passage (p. 207) is one of the most faulty noted by the reviewer: 



